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About the Riley Child Development Center

ÇLeadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and 

Related Disabilities (LEND) program

Ç Founded in 1970

Ç Funded by Maternal and Child Health  Bureau 

(MCHB)

ÇAdditional funding from grants, research an service 

reimbursement 
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Indianôs Article 7 

What you need to know now, 

and where to find it! 

Rylin Rodgers, Family Discipline Coordinator, Riley 

Child Development Center 

ryrodger@iupui.edu or  317/274-8167

Kylee Bassett Hope, Special Education Specialist, 

Sarkine Autism Treatment Center

bassettk@iupui.edu or 317/274-8622
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Special Education Laws
FEDERAL LAWS

Ä Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Improvement Act 

(IDEIA) 

Ä Family Ed Rights & Privacy 

Act (FERPA) 

Ä Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act

Ä Elementary & Secondary Ed 

Act/ No Child Left Behind 

(NCLB)

Ä Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA)

STATE LAW

Ä ARTICLE 7



History,

your roleé

Ç Families and professionals were advocates 

(instigators) in the creation of these laws, systems 

and programs

Ç That role continues today via advocacy during 

reauthorization, funding and amendment processes  

Ç Connect to  with Family Voices Indiana, the Arc, 

IN*SOURCE and others

Ç Be a part of continued evolution of these Laws
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These laws work 

together to protect the 

right of children with 

disabilities to receive 

a free and appropriate 

public education

FERPA



Relationship of Federal and 

State Laws

Ä Federal laws are used by states as a 

guide to write their laws

Ä States can choose to do MORE than 

federal laws require but not LESS



PURPOSE OF IDEIA

To ensure that all children with disabilities 

have available to them a free appropriate 

public education, that emphasizes special 

education and related services designed 

to meet their unique needs and prepare 

them for further education, employment, 

and independent living



Six Principles of IDEIA

Ä Free Appropriate 

Public Education 

(p.9)

Ä Appropriate 

Evaluations

Ä Individualized 

Education Program 

(p.12)

Ä Least Restrictive/ 

Natural Environment

Ä Procedural 

Safeguards

Ä Parents 

Participate



Services For Children With 

Special Needs
Early Intervention 
System (First Steps )

for

Ä Infants & Toddlers 
and their Families

Ä Ages 0 thru 2 years

Ä FSSA

Ä IFSP
www.in.gov/fssa/ddrs/2633.htm

Public School Special 
Education Services          

for

Ä Students

Ä Ages 3 thru 22 years

Ä IN DOE, CEL

Ä IEP

www.doe.in.gov/exceptional

http://www.in.gov/fssa/ddrs/2633.htm
http://www.doe.in.gov/exceptional


INDIANAôS ARTICLE 7

Understanding the Special Education 

Process



Referral

Evaluation

Annual

Review

Implementation

Placement

IEP

Eligibility

ROADMAP TO SPECIAL EDUCATION



Article 7 Revisions

ÁOverall emphasis on deregulation 

(local control)

Á Requires that Public Agencies 

(schools) ensure that they have 

local policies for compliance



Changes 

February 2010

Å Revocation of consent 

Å Possible Changes to Art 7 involving 

Hearing Process

Å 2 tiered to 1 tiered 



Three Ways to Count Days:

(p. 5-6)

Á Calendar Days

Á Instructional Days

Á Business Days



Who Are Parents?

(p.16-17) 

Á Biological or adoptive parent

Á Court appointed guardian 

Á Foster parent

Á Individual with legal custody or an 

individual acting in place of a biological or 

adoptive parent who accepts full legal 

responsibility and with whom the student 

lives



WHO ARE PARENTS? continued

Á Educational Surrogate Parent (p.7-8)

Á Student with disability who is eighteen 

and has not had a guardian appointed

Á Educational representative appointed 511 

IAC 7-43-6



Procedural Safeguards
(p. 44)

Ä Written notice

Ä Written consent

Ä Resolution of 

disagreements

Ä Access records

Ä Confidentiality

Ä Parents participate 

in process

Ä Student protected 

while eligibility 

determined



Consent is required:
Ä Before an initial evaluation

Ä Before a reevaluation

Ä Before initial provision of special education services

Ä Before a public agency can access public benefits 

(Medicaid)

Ä Before releasing educational records to agencies 

providing or paying for transition services

Ä Before the exchange of private school student records

Ä Before a representative of an agency providing 

transition services can be invited to a CCC

Ä Before a member of a CCC can be excused from a 

CCC meeting if the meeting involves a modification to 

or discussion of the memberôs area of the curriculum



Notice of Procedural 

Safeguards (NOPS)
Ä Formal document describing rights and protections 

of parents and their children with disabilities

Ä NOPS must be given to parents:

Â Upon initial referral or parent request for 

evaluation

Â Once each year 

Â Disciplinary change of placement

Â When parents first file a complaint or request 

due process hearing

Â Upon request by parent



Eligibility Categories
(p.66-79)

Autism Spectrum 

Disorder
Deaf ïBlind

Other Health 

Impairment

Blind or Low 

Vision

Emotional 

Disability

Orthopedic 

Impairment

Cognitive 

Disability

Language or 

Speech 

Impairment

Specific 

Learning 

Disability

Deaf or Hard of 

Hearing

Multiple 

Disabilities

Traumatic Brain 

Injury

Developmental    

Delay



òAdversely Affects Educational 

Performanceò

Ä Disability or behavior prevents the student 

from benefiting from their education 

without the provision of special education 

or related services.

Ä In other words, the disability prevents 

access to their education.



Before The Initial Case 

Conference

ÁEvaluation Results

Written Notice of Initial 
Findings and Proposed Action

(p.82)



The Initial And All CCC Meetings
(p. 79-82)

Meetings scheduled by request:

ÂMust be at a mutually agreed upon 

time, date, and location (p.79)

ÂParents need adequate notice in 

writing (p.80)

Â Parent may invite anyone they 

choose to attend CCC with them 

(p.81)



Initial Case Conference 

Committee (CCC) Meets to:

ÁConsider the results of the 

evaluation and determine 

eligibility.

ÁComplete the Initial IEP



Case Conference Committee (CCC) 

Members
(p.80-82)

Â Parents 

Â Student

Â Public Agency Representative

Â Teacher of record (TOR)

Â Instructional Strategist

Â Teacher in area of suspected disability

Â General education teacher

Â Related services providers

Â Others with knowledge about student or 
studentôs disability



Teacher Of Record

(p.21-22)

Ä Licensed and/or appropriately trained

Ä Serve on C. C. Committee

Ä Coordinate childôs services

Â Resource to teachers 

Â Support IEP implementation

Â Provide services to child directly or indirectly



Case Conference Committee 

Responsibilities
Á Review all testing and relevant child 

information

Á Determine eligibility

Á Develop the annual IEP

Á Decide services & placement

Á Make any & all educational decisions

Á Update/ revise IEP annually



Who Must Be Invited?


